2003 WEATHER SUMMARY

JANUARY

January temperatures averaged
cooler than normal for the fourth
consecutive month. The average
temperature was 5.5 degrees cooler
than normal. It was the coldest
January since 1994 and the second
coldest since 1982. Below zero
temperatures were recorded
everywhere except the Coastal
Division over the course of the
month. Precipitation averaged 2.58
inches, which represented 86% of
normal. Snow was plentiful.

FEBRUARY

February was the fifth
consecutive colder-than-normal
month. The average tempera-
ture was 4.1 degrees cooler than
normal. Below zero temperatures
were recorded everywhere except
extreme southeastern New York.
Precipitation averaged 2.54
inches, which represented 105%
of normal. A storm on February
16-18 was this month’s major
contributor to snowfall
accumulations.  Heavy snow
from this storm was reported
everywhere except northern and
western New York.

MARCH

March broke New York’s string
of five consecutive colder-than-
normal months, with an average
temperature that was equal to
the long term normal.
Precipitation averaged 2.86
inches, which represented 91%
of normal. Snow continued to
fall during the month.

APRIL

Six of the last seven months have
been cooler than normal. This
month, the average temperature
was 1.7 degrees colder than
normal. Precipitation averaged
2.49 inches, which represented
73% of normal. Three to eight
inch snowfall totals were quite
common across the state.

MAY )
Seven of the last eight months have
been cooler than normal.

This month, the average temperature was 0.8 degrees colder than normal.
Temperatures failed to break 80 degrees across much of the state. Precipitation
averaged 4.69 inches, which represented 127% of normal.

JUNE

Eight of the last nine months have been cooler than normal. This month, the
average temperature for the state was 0.7 degrees cooler than normal. The
summer’s first 90 degree temperatures were recorded. Precipitation around
the Empire State showed an unusually large amount of variability. The state
averaged 4.28 inches, which represented 107% of normal, but averages for
climatological divisions ranged from 2.61 inches (69% of normal) in the Great
Lakes to 9.35 inches (251% of normal) in the Coastal Division. For the
Coastal Division, this was the wettest June on record.

JULY

Temperatures were only slightly warmer than normal. The average
temperature was just 0.3 degrees warmer than the monthly normal. Eight of
the last ten months in New York have been cooler than normal. The two
months that weren't - March and July - were only a few tenths of a degrees on
the positive side of normal. Precipitation averaged 4.67 inches, which was
123% of normal. The Coastal Division averaged only 73%, which was a
welcome relief following their record-setting June. The Western Plateau was
easily the wettest division with an average of 7.43 inches of rain. This
represented nearly twice the monthly normal and was the 4" wettest July on
record for the division.

AUGUST

Temperatures averaged 3 degrees warmer than normal. This was the first
month since September 2002 that averaged more than a degree warmer than
normal. There were some temperatures in the 30's. The high temperature was
95 degrees. Precipitation averaged 4.63 inches, which was 119% of normal.

SEPTEMBER o )
Temﬁeratures averaged 2.2 degrees warmer. Precipitation averaged 5.49 inches,
which was 132% of normal. The Eastern Plateau was the wettest division with
207% of normal, making it the third wettest on record for this division. VWest
Point recorded 6.11 inches in a single day and over 15 inches for the month.

OCTOBER

Temperatures averaged 1.1 degrees cooler than normal. The only parts of the
state that failed to drop below freezing this month were New York City, parts
of Long Island, and locations among the immediate shores of Lakes Erie and
Ontario. Precipitation averaged 5.29 inches which was 152% of normal.
Many areas saw the seasons first few flakes of snow.

NOVEMBER

Temperatures averaged 3.4 degrees warmer than normal. The state average of
4.34 inches of precipitation was 116% of normal. Snowfall was recorded across
much of the state.

DECEMBER

Temperatures averaged 1.4 degrees warmer than normal. Below zero
temperatures were widespread. The average of 4.30 inches of precipitation was
115% of normal. Nearly everywhere in the state, except extreme western New
York, received at least a foot of snow.
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Table 89. TEMPERATURE: Normals by Months at New York Selected Stations

Station Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Year
Degrees F.
Albany 207 235 342 464 576 667 718 694 612 502 396 266 47.3
Batavia 235 246 345 460 574 664 707 685 621 514 406 288 478
Binghamton 212 228 325 442 558 640 69.1 671 595 487 383 266 459
Bridgehampton 300 311 381 466 561 655 714 709 640 540 450 351 505
Buffalo 237 246 338 451 565 658 711 689 619 511 405 291 477
Canton 149 165 288 421 541 631 682 658 581 468 360 21.0 430
Chazy 16.2 181 297 430 554 644 691 666 583 475 361 223 439
Cooperstown 205 223 322 433 549 631 676 66.2 588 484 379 259 450
Dansville 239 250 343 453 565 655 702 684 613 507 408 29.7 477
Elmira 228 241 340 450 558 646 696 676 603 489 396 284 468
Fredonia 250 257 352 460 572 664 709 691 631 529 423 309 487
Geneva 225 234 331 448 559 651 703 685 612 502 399 280 469
Glens Falls 189 217 325 450 568 651 70.0 676 59.7 487 374 243 457
Gloversville 181 199 309 439 556 644 691 669 586 47.8 365 243 446
Ithaca 216 226 329 439 549 639 685 66.7 59.7 489 392 277 459
Liberty 205 226 322 437 545 628 676 658 583 477 376 257 450
Little Valley 208 216 313 424 531 621 666 649 583 478 378 268 444
Lowville 156 174 289 419 538 628 675 653 572 466 352 223 428
Massena 144 165 284 476 550 639 691 664 579 469 352 203 430
New York City 315 331 414 514 617 711 763 754 682 574 473 365 541
Riverhead 306 316 396 486 59.2 684 734 725 658 556 459 356 522
Rochester 237 246 342 459 570 649 702 680 617 511 405 29.1 475
Syracuse 225 241 338 457 570 653 703 684 613 505 405 284 473
Utica 201 219 322 446 563 648 702 682 603 491 385 259 459
Watertown 181 194 311 437 558 648 703 684 603 487 381 244 451
Table 90. PRECIPITATION: Normals by Months at New York Selected Stations
Station Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Year
Inches

Albany 24 2.3 2.9 3.0 34 3.6 3.2 3.5 2.9 2.8 3.2 2.9 36.2
Batavia 1.6 1.8 2.0 3.1 3.3 3.8 3.0 3.8 3.6 3.0 3.0 2.5 34.5
Binghamton 24 2.3 2.8 3.1 34 3.6 3.5 34 3.3 2.9 3.3 3.0 37.0
Bridgehampton 4.2 3.8 41 4.0 3.8 3.6 3.0 34 3.5 34 4.5 4.3 45.7
Buffalo 2.7 2.3 2.7 2.9 3.1 3.5 3.1 4.2 3.5 3.1 3.8 3.7 38.6
Canton 1.9 19 21 2.8 3.0 3.3 34 4.2 3.8 3.2 34 2.8 35.8
Chazy 15 1.6 1.8 2.6 3.0 3.0 34 4.1 3.1 2.9 2.8 24 32.1
Cooperstown 24 2.2 3.0 3.3 3.6 4.2 3.5 3.5 3.7 3.0 34 3.1 39.0
Dansville 1.4 15 1.8 2.8 2.9 3.8 3.0 3.2 34 2.6 2.7 21 31.2
Elmira 1.8 2.0 2.3 2.7 3.2 3.8 34 3.0 3.1 2.8 2.9 2.3 33.3
Fredonia 2.3 21 2.6 3.2 3.1 3.7 3.6 4.0 4.6 3.9 4.2 3.4 407
Geneva 1.8 1.8 2.1 2.9 3.0 3.7 2.9 3.1 3.2 2.9 3.1 2.5 32.9
Glens Falls 2.7 2.6 34 3.7 4.4 3.9 3.7 4.3 3.8 3.4 4.0 3.5 434
Gloversville 2.8 2.6 3.3 3.5 4.0 4.0 3.7 3.9 3.8 3.3 3.8 3.5 42.4
Ithaca 18 2.0 2.3 2.9 3.3 3.8 34 34 3.5 3.2 3.1 2.6 35.4
Liberty 3.4 3.3 3.5 4.4 4.6 4.6 4.3 4.4 3.9 3.7 4.3 4.0 48.3
Little Valley 34 3.1 3.5 3.8 3.9 4.5 4.0 4.5 4.7 4.1 4.8 4.7 49.1
Lowville 3.0 2.5 2.8 3.1 3.0 3.5 3.3 3.8 3.8 34 4.1 3.7 40.1
Massena 21 2.0 21 2.6 2.5 3.1 3.2 3.7 3.5 2.8 3.1 3.2 34.1
New York City 3.0 2.9 3.6 3.8 3.8 3.6 4.1 3.7 3.4 3.0 3.8 34 421
Riverhead 4.0 3.6 3.9 4.1 3.8 3.7 3.3 3.8 3.2 3.5 4.3 41 45.3
Rochester 21 21 2.3 2.6 2.7 3.0 2.7 34 3.0 24 2.9 2.7 32.0
Syracuse 2.3 2.1 2.8 3.3 3.3 3.8 3.8 3.5 3.8 3.2 3.7 3.2 38.9
Utica 3.5 3.0 3.4 3.6 3.7 4.1 3.8 3.8 4.3 34 4.3 4.2 45.1
Watertown 3.3 24 2.6 2.9 3.2 34 2.8 41 4.2 3.7 4.4 4.0 40.9
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Table 91. TEMPERATURE: Monthly Average Temperatures at New York Selected Stations, 2003

Station Jan. Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec.
Degrees F.
Albany 156 211 344 445 568 663 722 727 63.0 482 423 293
Batavia 186 21.1 359 432 56.6 1/ 658 719 622 493 427 328
Binghamton 158 195 322 423 538 627 681 689 594 461 413 282
Bridgehamton 267 281 379 453 542 651 725 745 660 532 473 36.3
Buffalo 190 208 335 430 554 635 696 708 628 488 431 332
Canton 9.7 121 282 391 546 634 696 696 615 460 389 239
Chazy 117 152 296 417 56.2 1/ 1/ 714 627 1/ 1/ 1/
Coopertown 14.8 190 302 408 534 632 689 698 604 456 405 272
Dansville 184 214 355 448 559 642 698 713 619 480 433 317
Elmira 181 213 331 435 552 657 689 705 60.7 465 424 294
Fredonia 211 234 379 464 573 657 708 718 635 518 464 347
Geneva 178 197 335 423 546 639 702 708 617 479 420 310
Glens Falls 10.8 162 311 416 546 636 686 696 602 468 389 227
Gloversville 13.2 176 307 410 550 641 687 699 610 453 423 263
Ithaca 175 205 327 426 544 631 688 693 603 46.7 426 29.7
Liberty 157 191 323 410 521 613 673 682 593 448 404 277
Little Valley 15.3 17.0 303 440 537 610 645 664 582 465 415 278
Lowville 10.2 143 286 385 539 621 671 682 599 446 382 242
Massena 8.4 97 252 394 540 635 685 684 605 449 372 220
New York City 275 301 431 498 587 684 758 767 680 551 500 376
Riverhead 276 290 404 479 573 671 741 759 680 548 491 380
Rochester 182 209 341 433 552 648 706 707 625 482 422 323
Syracuse 189 216 342 438 561 646 712 715 633 486 422 300
Utica 145 186 316 420 550 632 690 695 61.0 472 400 264
Watertown 115 148 297 398 538 623 690 692 617 470 405 282
Table 92. PRECIPITATION: Monthly Precipitation at New York Selected Stations, 2003
Station Jan. Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec.
Inches

Albany 345 215 226 289 508 284 452 441 491 467 366 548
Batavia 269 170 0.99 158 434 1/ 334 353 208 291 463 1.39
Binghamton 230 244 230 247 416 496 492 215 706 473 285 3.13
Bridgehamton 260 6.17 698 664 564 783 366 598 28 401 276 497
Buffalo 230 269 281 090 543 1.79 369 247 391 343 410 3.64
Canton 1.09 181 279 142 435 256 362 494 323 689 485 320
Chazy 1/ 037 166 247 446 342 1/ 464 345 1/ 1/ 1/
Coopertown 3.77 193 211 371 413 399 451 587 577 580 378 280
Dansville 199 168 18 155 355 227 699 344 413 227 3.28 1.93
Elmira 279 235 235 163 287 461 683 801 6.08 362 242 337
Fredonia 182 202 232 158 481 111 463 252 567 444 364 232
Geneva 141 181 18 181 545 306 344 536 380 307 315 275
Glens Falls 042 089 115 198 349 225 589 441 683 361 438 415
Gloversville 356 306 305 378 634 455 692 775 536 590 335 446
Ithaca 270 250 216 242 298 445 681 384 561 423 313 357
Liberty 327 408 446 181 477 657 491 567 1068 7.69 432 542
Little Valley 1.99 144 172 353 218 412 1013 426 451 370 443 255
Lowville 180 178 239 303 521 301 251 736 367 691 540 3.63
Massena 014 105 281 131 599 240 524 250 252 6.79 417 259
New York City 230 455 457 320 340 1026 3.76 585 6.03 490 418 542
Riverhead 281 502 607 53 547 833 281 280 590 510 337 4.46
Rochester 2.05 196 1.95 127 456 223 226 413 269 190 426 242
Syracuse 144 258 289 261 527 283 330 303 314 427 314 3.10
Utica 134 256 263 242 581 428 420 482 477 531 427 3.03
Watertown 272 277 354 078 673 165 269 345 273 608 559 264

1/ Data not available.

Weather information and data furnished in cooperation by National Weather Service, NOAA, U.S. Dept. of Commerce.
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Table 93. GROWING DEGREE DAYS: New York Selected Stations, April-October, 2003 1/

) Season
Station Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Total 2/

Albany 77 220 498 694 714 399 77 2,692
Batavia 3/ 230 3/ 3/ 3/ 3/ 98 3/
Binghamton 35 143 388 566 593 292 71 2,099
Bridgehamton 36 153 457 706 757 486 146 2,760
Buffalo 58 184 413 614 652 389 89 2,409
Canton 3/ 3/ 3/ 3/ 3/ 3/ 3/ 3/
Cooperstown 26 3/ 407 3/ 604 327 48 2,165
Dansville 73 208 433 623 3/ 367 3/ 3/
Elmira 35 157 397 570 622 320 57 2,164
Fredonia 101 232 475 651 682 420 3/ 3/
Glens Falls 38 153 412 612 627 308 64 3/
Ithaca 50 175 403 588 604 318 57 2,220
Liberty 33 93 346 537 575 282 49 1,929
Little Valley 3/ 3/ 356 452 508 246 3/ 3/
Lowville 38 150 377 531 561 293 47 2,017
Massena 41 147 407 576 580 3/ 47 2,131
New York City 100 252 571 839 849 584 203 3,444
Riverhead 73 230 524 755 811 548 185 3,150
Rochester 67 179 447 646 648 370 82 2,465
Syracuse 62 201 446 663 675 403 74 2,537
Utica 49 169 400 3/ 605 337 73 2,253
Watertown 45 224 439 644 658 424 80 2,538

1/ One growing degree day is accumulated for each whole degree that the daily mean temperature is above 50 degrees Fahrenheit.
2/ Total may not add due to growing degree days in March.
3/ Data not available.
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